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CLEVELAND (March 24, 2014) — The Cleveland Museum of Art presents Beijing: Contemporary and 
Imperial: Photographs by Lois Conner, an exhibition of 33 panoramic photographs that reveal the 
evolution of modern Beijing and its cultural landscapes. Using a 7-by-17-inch camera, Conner 
produces platinum and pigment ink prints that evoke Chinese scrolls and traditional landscape 
painting. The exhibition is on view from Sunday, March 30 to Sunday, June 29, 2014 in the 
photography gallery. 


“Conner has said that the subject of her photography,” said Barbara Tannenbaum, curator of 
photography, “is landscape as culture. Her stunningly beautiful, elegant, complexly composed 
photographs of Beijing reveal the turbulence and flux of the past three centuries in China through the 
monuments, landscape and urban fabric of its capital city.” 


A central focus of the exhibition is the Garden of Perfect Brightness, Yuanming Yuan, an 800-hectare 
garden-palace that was both China’s Versailles and Louvre. Expanded upon from the 1690s to 1860, 
the buildings, follies and waterways were constantly altered, with each new structure and site drawing 
upon elements of ancient political practice as well as poetic imagination and fantasy, cultural myth and 
imaginative play. After more than a century as home to the court and government, the Garden of 
Perfect Brightness was destroyed by British and French troops as retribution for the murder of British 
envoys sent to negotiate a truce in the Second Opium War. 


The drama and tragedy of that long ago desecration are conveyed in Conner’s 1998 photograph, 
Ruins of Yuanying Guan, Yuanming Yuan (View of Distant Seas, Garden of Perfect Brightness), in 
which the damaged rococo columns stand as proud survivors of a dark act. Most of the garden has 
been left in ruins as a reminder of China’s “century of humiliation” (around 1840-1949) and to serve as 
a symbol of the goal of national revitalization. Conner balances images of the ruins with the garden’s 


scenic views and structures, picturesque lakes and intoxicatingly scented lotuses. Yuanming Yuan can 


be contrasted with the artist’s depictions of the Communist-era monuments, cutting edge 21st century 
architecture and glimpses of the diverse urban fabric of contemporary Beijing. 


This exhibition is accompanied by Beijing: Contemporary and Imperial, a 156-page-book by Lois 
Conner in collaboration with Geremie R. Barmé. It is published by Princeton Architectural Press and 
made possible by a grant from The Rosenkranz Foundation. 


Beijing: Contemporary and Imperial: Photographs by Lois Conner is made possible in part by a gift 
from Donald F. and Anne T. Palmer. 


Related Programming_ 

Artist Talk: Lois Conner 

Sunday, March 30, 2:00 p.m., Recital Hall 

Lois Conner began her photographic explorations of China with a Guggenheim Fellowship in 1984. 
Since then, she has returned annually, traveling extensively and using her 7 x 17 banquet camera to 
describe the landscape, architecture and people. Some think they are evocative of Chinese scroll 
paintings because of their elongated cinematic-like format. This exhibition focuses on her work in 
Beijing, describing its transformation over the past thirty years. Join the artist for a look at her career 
and work on the opening day of Beijing: Contemporary and Imperial: Photographs by Lois Conner. 
Tickets $15. Admission is free for museum members and students with ID. 


This lecture is made possible with support from Herbert Ascherman. 


In Conversation: Exploring Beijing 

Tuesday, April 29, 12:30 p.m., Photography Gallery 

Join Barbara Tannenbaum, curator of photography, and Anita Chung, curator of Chinese art, for a 
lively discussion of Lois Conner’s images of Beijing. Evoking three centuries of Chinese history, 
Conner’s panoramic black and white photographs capture everything from contemporary skyscrapers 
to the crumbling fountains and courtyards of imperial ruins. Free; meet in the exhibition. 


## # 


About the Cleveland Museum of Art 


The Cleveland Museum of Art is renowned for the quality and breadth of its collection, which includes more 
than 63,000 artworks and spans 6,000 years of achievement in the arts. The museum is a significant 
international forum for exhibitions, scholarship and performing arts and is a leader in digital innovations. One 
of the top comprehensive art museums in the nation, recognized for its award-winning Open Access program 
and free of charge to all, the Cleveland Museum of Art is located in the University Circle neighborhood. 


The museum is supported in part by residents of Cuyahoga County through a public grant from Cuyahoga 
Arts & Culture and made possible in part by the Ohio Arts Council (OAC), which receives support from the 
State of Ohio and the National Endowment for the Arts. The OAC is a state agency that funds and supports 
quality arts experiences to strengthen Ohio communities culturally, educationally and economically. For more 
information about the museum and its holdings, programs and events, call 888-CMA-0033 or visit cma.org [1]. 
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